
    
  

 
  

   

      
        

        

 

      
    

         
   

       
  

           

    

        
         

   

       
        

   
           

                      
        

        
    

  

      
       

   
       

  
     
     

  

   
   

    
    

APRIL 2013 
CURRICULUM VITAE 

Honglei Chen 

Education 

1993 M.D. TianJin Medical University 
1996 M.Sc. Chinese Academy of Preventive Medicine 
2001 Ph.D. Tufts University 

Academic Appointments 

2001-03 Research Associate in Nutritional Epidemiology, Harvard School of Public 
Health, Boston, MA 

2003-05 Instructor in Nutritional Epidemiology, Harvard School of Public Health, 
Boston, MA 

2005-date Tenure-Track Investigator, National Institute of Environmental Health 
Sciences, Research Triangle Park, NC 

2011-date Adjunct Associate Professor at University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, NC 

Other Professional Positions and Major Visiting Appointments 

1992 Intern in Medicine, HuanHu Hospital, TianJin, China 
1999-00 Visiting Fellow in Cancer Epidemiology, National Cancer Institute, MD 

Relevant Teaching Experience 

2001-03 Invited lectures on “Nutritional Epidemiology”, Tufts University 
2002 Invited lecture on “Design of Epidemiologic Studies for Nutrition 

Research”, Tufts University 
2003-05 Invited lectures on “Nutritional Epidemiology”, Harvard School of Public 

Health 
2003 Tutor on “Clinical Epidemiology”, Harvard Medical School 
2007-08 Invited lectures on “Environmental Epidemiology”, University of North 

Carolina, Chapel Hill, NC 

Awards and Honors 

1988-93 Scholarship Award for Outstanding Students (TianJin Medical University) 
1990 Wang K-CH Metropolitan Scholarship Award (Advanced Education 

Committee of TianJin) 
1996 Excellent Thesis Award (Chinese Academy of Preventive Medicine) 
1996-00 Scholarship Award (Tufts University) 
1999-00 Visiting Fellowship Award (National Cancer Institute) 
2002-03 National Research Service Award (National Institutes of Health) 

Professional Societies 

Society for Epidemiologic Research 
American Academy of Neurology 
American College of Nutrition (past) 
Movement Disorders Society (past) 



   

    
  

    
  

  
   

     

      
   

     

     
 

   
  

     

        
 

  

        
  

  

 
  

 
 

   
   

       

                   

 

    

     
 

   
    

 

    
 

         

    
 

  

    

    

          

 

  

      
       

         
  

           
      

           
     

            
      

Extramural Grants 

2002-04 Michael J. Fox Co-Investigator	 Prospective study of $ 557,837 
Foundation	 non-steroidal anti-inflammatory 

drugs and risk 
of Parkinson’s disease 

2003-04 NIH RO1 Co-Investigator	 Prospective epidemiological $ 615,600 
study of ALS 

2004-05* NIH KO8	 Principal Diet, gene-diet interactions and $ 122,647 
Investigator risk of Parkinson’s 

2005-10 NIH RO1 Co-Investigator	 NSAIDs, inflammation and $ 2,091,766 
Parkinson’s disease 

2006-11 NIH RO1 Consultant	 Prospective study of ALS: $ 1,497,423 
Pooling project 

2009-10	 Parkinson Co-Principal Plasma cholesterol and the $ 12,000 
Study Group Investigator progression of Parkinson’s disease 

* Grant terminated when I took the NIEHS intramural position; cost for year 2004 only. 

NIH Intramural Grants ** 

2007 NIH ZO1 Principal The Parkinson’s Gene and $1,429,377 
Investigator Environment (PAGE) Study 

2009 NIH ZO1 Principal The Shanghai Parkinson Study $ 658,179 
Investigator 

2009 NIH ZO1 Principal Parkinson Research in the $ 393,070 
Investigator Atherosclerosis Risks in 

Communities (ARIC) Study 

** Cost for data collection only. 

Invited Presentations 

Conference on Functional Genomics of Parkinson’s Disease and Beyond, Apr 18-20, 2013, 
Tübingen, Germany, “Environmental Risk Factors for Parkinson’s Disease” 

Karolinska Institute, Nov 12, 2012, Stockholm, Sweden: “Parkinson’s Disease, Risk Factors and 
Premotor Symptoms” 

International Congress on Neurology and Epidemiology, Nov 8-10, 2012, Nice, France: 
“Updates of Parkinson’s Epidemiology” 

NIH Research Festival, Translational Research of Aging, Oct 10, 2012, Bethesda, MD, USA: 
“Prospective Research of Parkinson’s Premotor Symptoms” 

The University of Mississippi Medical Center, Sep 17, 2012, Jackson, MS, USA: “Parkinson’s 
Premotor Symptoms – Clinical and Etiological Implications” 



          
 

           
   

             
  

      
      
       

        
      

 
          

       
   

          
      

          
      

          
      

         
     

       
             

    
      

          
     

      
       

           
         

        
      
         
  

         
 

         
  

             
     

             
     

       
    

        
         

 

The Young Onset Parkinson Support Group, May 8, 2012, Cary, NC: “Current research on 
Parkinson’s disease” 

Pennington Biomedical Research Center, Apr 27, 2012, Baton Rouge, LA, USA: “Environmental 
Epidemiology of Parkinson’s disease” 

Tulane University, April 24, 2012, New Orleans, LA, USA: “Etiologic Research of Parkinson’s 
disease” 

Centers for Neurodegeneration Sciences Program Directors Meeting, National Institute of 
Environmental Health Sciences, May 3, 2012, Research Triangle Park, NC, USA: 
“Findings from the Parkinson’s Genes and Environment Study” 

Laboratory of Toxicology and Pharmacology Seminar Series, The National Institute of 
Environmental Health Sciences, Mar 15, 2012: “Parkinson’s Disease Etiological Research 
and Prevention” 

Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences and Peking Union Hospital, Dec 29, 2011, Beijing, PR 
China: “Risk factors for Parkinson’s disease: beyond SNCA / MAPT and 
smoking/caffeine” 

Chinese University of Hong Kong, School of Public Health and Primary Care, Dec 21, 2011, 
Hong Kong, China: “The Epidemiology of Parkinson’s Disease” 

XIX World Congress on Parkinson´s Disease and Related Disorders, Dec 14, 2011, Shanghai, 
China: “Inflammation, NSAIDs use and Parkinson’s disease” 

XIX World Congress on Parkinson´s Disease and Related Disorders, Dec 12, 2011, Shanghai, 
China: “What about Braak” 

National Cancer Institute, Nov 30, 2011, Rockville, MD, USA: “Parkinson research in the NIH 
AARP Diet and Health cohort” 

Grand Round Seminar, Department of Neurology, Pennsylvania State University-Milton S. 
Hershey Medical Center, Sep 16, 2011, Hershey, PA, USA: “The Changing Landscape of 
Parkinson’s Epidemiology” 

International Forum of Neurodegenerative Disease, Fu-Dan University Affiliated Hua-Shan 
Hospital, Jun 20, 2010, Shanghai, China: “Risk Factors for Parkinson´s disease: What 
Did We Learn in the Past Decade” 

NIEHS Centers for Neurodegeneration Science Annual Meeting, Oct 8-9, 2009, Research 
Triangle Park, NC, USA: “The Parkinson’s Genes and Environment (PAGE) Study.” 

The First International Congress on Clinical Neurology and Epidemiology, Aug 27-30, 2009, 
Munich, Germany: “Epidemiology of Parkinson's disease: new data and new methods” 

National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences, Apr 7, 2009, Research Triangle Park, NC, 
USA: “Parkinson's Disease: Etiology, Clinical and Disability Management” 

Institute for Nutritional Science, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Jun 3, 2008, Shanghai China: 
“Role of Diet in Parkinson’s Disease Development” 

Shanghai Huashan Hospital, May 29, 2008, Shanghai, China: “Parkinson’s Disease: Gene and 
Environment” 

Vanderbilt University, Nov 9, 2007, Nashville TN, USA: “Parkinson Epidemiology: Recent 
Progress and Research Opportunities” 

Fourth Annual Parkinson’s Progress in 2007 Conference: Sep 28, 2007, Omaha, NE, USA: 
“Environmental Epidemiology of Parkinson's Disease” 

Fourth Annual Parkinson’s Progress in 2007 Conference: Sep 28, 2007, Omaha, NE, USA: 
“Potential Environmental Contributors to Parkinson's Disease” 

Consensus Meeting on Environment and Parkinson’s Disease: Jun 26-28, 2007, Sunnyvale, 
CA, USA: “Diet and Parkinson’s disease” 

Roundtable Meeting on Exercise and Parkinson’s Disease: University of Pittsburgh, Jun 18, 
2007, Pittsburgh, PA, USA: “Exercise and Parkinson’s disease – Epidemiological 
Findings” 

http://www.neuro2009.com/


          
   

        
         

  
            

   
            

   
        
 

       
       
 

          
      

            
     

           
        

 

  

   
  

 
 

 
  

  
  

 
   

   
    
      

 
  
 

 
 

   
 

    
  

 
 

 
    

   
 

      
   

     
 
 

   
    

 
 

  
 

 
  

North Carolina State University, Mar 20, 2007, Raleigh, NC, USA: “Parkinson’s disease: Is 
environment still relevant?” 

Annual Conference on Rodent Genetics (Session Mediator): National Institute of Environmental 
Health Sciences, Sep 26, 2006, Research Triangle Park, NC, USA: “Gene-Environment 
Interactions in Parkinson's Disease” 

Harvard School of Public Health, Jul 10, 2006. Boston, MA, USA: “Epidemiology of Parkinson’s 
disease: contributions from prospective studies” 

Harvard School of Public Health, Oct 31, 2005. Boston, MA, USA: “Dairy consumption and risk 
of Parkinson’s disease” 

Harvard School of Public Health, Mar 15, 2004, Boston, MA, USA: “Diet and Parkinson’s 
disease” 

International Forum on the New Approaches to Understand Neuropsychological Diseases, Sep 
3, 2004, Shanghai, China: “Environmental and genetic risk factors for Parkinson’s 
disease” 

International Symposium on Parkinson’s disease, Sep 4-7, 2004, Beijing, China: “Obesity and 
the risk of Parkinson’s disease” 

45th Annual Meeting of the American College of Nutrition, Sep 30–Oct 3, 2004, Long Beach, CA, 
USA: “Diet, Lifestyle, and Risk of Parkinson’s Disease” 

Parkinson Institute, Nov 15, 2004, Sunnyvale, CA, USA: “Risk factors for Parkinson's disease: 
Findings from the Health Professionals Follow-up Study and the Nurses’ Health Study” 

Reviewer for Journals 

Annals of Internal Medicine American Journal of Epidemiology 
British Medical Journal Environmental Health Perspectives 
Lancet Epidemiology 
PLOS One Neuroepidemiology 

Annals of Neurology American Journal of Clinical Nutrition 
Archives of Neurology British Journal of Nutrition 
Brain Behavior and Immunity Health and Aging 
Brain Research Journal of American College of Nutrition 
European Journal of Neurology Journal of Nutrition 
Expert Review of Neurotherapeutics American Journal of Physical Medicine & 
Journal of Alzheimer's Disease Rehabilitation 
Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery & Diabetes Care 
Psychiatry Drugs & Aging 
Movement Disorders Journal of American Geriatric Society 
Neurology 
Neuroscience Letters 
Neurotoxicology Cancer Causes and Control 
Parkinsonisms and Related Disorders Cancer Research 



   
       

   
     
       

 
   

      
 

   
    

      
     

        
    

     
   

  

         
       

          
          

   
         

     
      

            
     

      
    

         
         

        
  

           
  

       
    
       
        
        

 
  

Journal Editorial Boards 
2009 International Journal of Molecular Epidemiology and Genetics 

(Associate Editorial Board) 
2010 American Journal of Epidemiology (Associate Editor) 
2012 American Journal of Neurodegenerative Disease (Associate Editorial Board) 

Grant Reviews 

National Institutes of Health Study Section: Neurological, Aging and Musculoskeletal 
Epidemiology 

Parkinson’s Disease Society, United Kingdom 
Austrian Science Fund, Austria 
Parkinson Study Group (PSG), United States and Canada 
The Wellcome Trust 
Center for Environmental Health and Susceptibility, UNC School of Public Health  
The Prinses Beatrix Fonds, Netherlands 
Neurological Foundation of New Zealand 
Association of British Neurologists 

Other Professional Services 

Organizer, Symposium on Parkinson’s premotor symptoms – clinical and etiological 
implications, Jun 7-8, 2012, Research Triangle Park, NC, USA 

Expert Panel on Global Burden of Diseases, Gates Foundation / World Health Organization  
Scientific Committee, International Congress on Neurology and Epidemiology, Nov 8-10, 

2012, Nice, France 
Co-Chair, “Epilepsy & Neurodegenerative disorders”, Nov 9, 2012, Nice, France 
Scientific Committee, The Parkinson Study Group (PSG, 2012-2015) 
Co-Chair, “Parkinson’s disease and other movement disorders - Epidemiology and 

Management Part 1 and Part 2.” The First International Congress on Clinical Neurology 
and Epidemiology, Aug 27-30, 2009, Munich, Germany 

Scientific Committee, First International Congress on Clinical Neurology and Epidemiology, 
Aug 27-30, 2009, Munich, Germany 

Scientific Committee, Wuhan International Conference on the Environment & the 2009 
Annual Meeting of Chinese Society for Environmental Sciences, Jun 2009 

National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences/National Toxicology Program Scientific 
Review Group 

DIR Committee for Distinguished Lecturers and Scientific Conferences, National Institute of 
Environmental Health Sciences 

Sister Study Steering Committee, National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences 
Society for Epidemiologic Research Award Committee 
Judge, Fellow Awards for Research Excellence, National Institutes of Health 
Meeting abstract reviewer for Society for Epidemiologic Research annual meeting 
Meeting abstract reviewer for International Congress on Clinical Neurology and 

Epidemiology 

http://www.neuro2009.com/
http://www.neuro2009.com/
http://www.neuro2009.com/
http://www.neuro2009.com/
http://www.neuro2009.com/


 

       

    

              
 

          

 
 
 

 

   

    
   

   
   

   
  

       
    

        

      

      

 
 

              
        

     
 
 

  

      

            
         

   
            

      
             

          
     

      
  

        
          

        
          

            
           

     

Mentoring 

Name Position Years Current Position 

Past: 

Dr. Qun Xu Visiting Fellow 2007-09 Professor, Chinese Academy of Medical 
Sciences 

Dr. Jianjun Gao Visiting Fellow 2008-12 Data Analyst, University of Chicago 

Current: 
Jessica Rinsky Summer Student, 2010- Ph.D. candidate, University of North 

Special Volunteer Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Edward Zhao Summer Student, 2010- High School Student, North Carolina School 

Special Volunteer of Sciences and Mathematics, Durham 
Dr. Rui Liu IRTA Fellow 2010

Dr. Wen Zhang Visiting Fellow 2012

Dr. Jing Dong Visiting Fellow 2012

Patent 

Payami H, Hamza T, Factor S, Nutt J, Chen H, and Zabetian C: Provisional US patent # 
PCT/US2011/000702: Method of identifying and treating a patient having a 
predisposition to or afflicted with Parkinson disease 
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